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The Great Spas of Europe 
is a transnational series 
that is being nominated 
for inscription on the 
UNESCO World Heritage 
List. It comprises 11 excep-
tional spa towns across  
7 countries*, and represents 
a unique cultural phenom-
enon and an urban typology 
without earlier parallel.  
The proposal for justification 
of Outstanding Universal 
Value includes criteria two, 

three, four and six.
*C zech Republic,  G ermany,  Austr ia ,  France, 

B elgium,  I taly  and the United K ingdom.

 

Dita Limová
Head of UNESCO Division

International Relations 
Department

Ministry of Culture  
of the Czech Republic
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The property provides exceptional testi-
mony to the European spa tradition, 
a complex urban, social and cultural 
phenomenon that has its roots in antiq-
uity but gained its highest expression 
from around 1700 to the 1930s. Each 
spa town developed around mineral 
springs, which were the catalyst for an 
innovative model of spatial organisation 
which included therapeutic and recrea-
tional landscape, dedicated to curative, 
therapeutic and social functions. These 
fashionable resorts of health, leisure and 
sociability created architectural proto-
types and an urban typology that has 
no earlier parallel. They were pioneers 
of nascent modern tourism, and the 
only European settlement type to be 
in cultural competition with the great 
metropolises.

Ensembles of spa buildings include pump 
rooms, drinking halls, treatment facilities 
and colonnades designed to harness the 
resource and to allow its practical use for 
bathing and drinking. ‘Taking the cure’, 
externally and internally, was comple-
mented by related visitor facilities such 
as assembly rooms, casinos, theatres, 
hotels and villas, and spa-specific support 
infrastructure. All are integrated into an 

The Great Spas of Europe is a 
transnational serial property of eleven 
spa towns located in seven countries

overall urban context that includes a 
carefully managed recreational and ther-
apeutic environment in a picturesque spa 
landscape.

The Great Spas of Europe marks the 
greatest developments in the traditional 
medical uses of springs by Enlight-
enment physicians across Europe, 
including the pioneering of diagnostic 
medicine. As an ensemble of elite places 
in terms of scientific, political, social 
and cultural achievements, it contrib-
uted to the transformation of European 
society through the reduction of the gap 
between the social elite and a growing 
middle class. They hosted major political 
events and their special creative atmos-
phere inspired works of high-art in 
music, literature and painting that are of 
outstanding universal significance.

Effective long-term care, economic 
and/or medical success, succeeded in 
controlling growth and maintaining an 
original purpose and enduring atmos-
phere. Their sustainable function as 
dependable curative venues for body, 
mind and spirit ensure their continued 
contribution to European culture, behav-
iour and customs.

Baden bei Wien 
Austria 

Spa 
Belgium

The Bohemian Spa Triangle  
of 

Karlovy Vary · Františkovy Lázně · Mariánské Lázně  
Czech Republic

Vichy 
France

Bad Ems · Baden-Baden · Bad Kissingen 
Germany

Montecatini Terme 
Italy

City of Bath  
United Kingdom



©
 H

an
s 

H
o

rn
yi

k

T H E  C R I T E R I A

for Selection



C R I T E R I O N  V I  e t c

Vectors of transnational 
culture 

The Great Spas of Europe comprised 
politically neutral nodes in an interna-
tional network of health and leisure. They 
became vectors of a transnational culture. 
Elements of the property are associated 
with, and directly linked to, social, polit-
ical and cultural ideas that helped to shape 
European cultural traditions and ideals. 
As international meeting places the spas 
have been distinguished as regular hosts 
to prominent figures in the arts and 
humanities, and also to European rulers, 
politicians and diplomats, national elites 
and international high society. The spas 
reflect the climate of the Enlightenment 
where the former barriers between class 
and gender were relaxed, and religious 
freedom prevailed. As preferred resorts 
of composers and musicians, writers and 
poets, painters and sculptors, they were 
sources of patrons and inspiration for 
artistic and literary works of universal 
significance. Here, many original works 
were conceived, performed or exhibited 
for the first time. 

C R I T E R I O N  I I  e t c

Influence on modern 
European towns 

The Great Spas of Europe is testimony 
to the exchange of innovative ideas that 
influenced the development of modern 
European towns from the eighteenth 
century to the early twentieth century. 
This exchange included pioneering 
urban planning and architectural proto-
types, together with the development of 
balneology, crenotherapy, medicine, arts 
and leisure activities. The ideas influ-
enced the popularity and development 
of spa towns and spa medicine in other 
parts of the world, and are characterised 
by an almost continuous ease of flow of 
such ideas across geographic and polit-
ical boundaries, even in times of conflict.
The Great Spas of Europe became 
centres for experiment, benefitting 
from, and contributing to, the eight-
eenth-century Enlightenment. This 
includes introducing radical change to 
the then prevailing attitudes towards 
science, medicine, nature and art. Devel-
opments within the nominated property 
influenced the early development of 
sea-bathing, climatic, and then recre-
ational resorts (including gambling) 
throughout the world.

C R I T E R I O N  I I I  e t c

“Taking the Cure”: 
human health and 

mineral springs
The Great Spas of Europe bears excep-
tional testimony to the conscious care 
for human health that developed around 
natural mineral springs. At the centre 
of this spa tradition is a philosophy of 
diagnoses and prescription, healthy diets 
and physical exercise that, together with 
exceptional hospitality, entertainment 
and leisure opportunities, combined as 
a prototype of nascent modern tourism. 
This tradition was born of a remarkable 
cultural and social phenomenon which 
flourished from the eighteenth century 
to the early twentieth century; and 
which continues to thrive today. 
The property embodies a ‘culture-cre-
ating’ tradition as places for the creation, 
reception and transmission of trans-
national trends and new values of the 
Enlightenment. This commanded a fresh 
conception of relations between Euro-
pean citizens, between classes, and also 
between men and women. 

C R I T E R I O N  I V  e t c

A unique urban 
typology 

The Great Spas of Europe is an 
outstanding example of a specific settle-
ment type which flourished from around 
1700 to the 1930s. This is a new urban 
typology centred on natural mineral 
springs and devoted to health and leisure. 
This developed to include architectural 
prototypes that are spatially arranged 
according to the distribution of springs 
and the regime of ‘taking the cure’. The 
typical spa ensemble includes springs, 
pump rooms and drinking halls, bathing 
and treatment facilities, ‘kurhaus’, colon-
nades and galleries, hospitals and sana-
toria, assembly rooms, casinos, theatre 
and concert houses, shops, hotels and 
villas, churches of various denomina-
tions, and support infrastructure which 
are set within a green environment of 
promenades, parks and gardens, pleasure 
grounds, rides and woodland walks.  
In combining architecture, innovative 
town planning and landscape design into 
the built environment both functionally, 
visually and economically, the property 
served as a model for similar spas, and 
spa architecture, in Europe and else-
where in the world. 



A U S T R I A

Baden bei Wien

Welcome
to the Great

Spas of Europe

Spa 
of Emperors
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Café
of Europe

B E L G I U M

Spa
C Z E C H  R E P U B L I C

Karlovy Vary
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GrandHarmony
with Nature

C Z E C H  R E P U B L I C

Františkovy Lázně
C Z E C H  R E P U B L I C

Mariánské Lázně
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F R A N C E

Vichy
G E R M A N Y

Bad Ems
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Picturesque
Imperial

Spa

The 

Queen
of theSpa Towns



Great Spa
between

&Classicism
ModernitySummer Capital

of Europe

G E R M A N Y

Baden-Baden
G E R M A N Y

Bad Kissingen
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Spa
Garden
Europeof 

Georgian
Spa City

I TA L Y

Montecatini Terme
U N I T E D  K I N G D O M

City of Bath
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I M P R I N T
To contact the Secretary General  

please email: paul@simonsassociates.co.uk

www.greatspasofeurope.org
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Editor ia l :  Hans  Hornyik  & Cit y  of  Baden

Cover  photo provided by c i t y  of  Mar iánské Lázně

Pr inted by Gras l  Fa i rPr int ,  Austr ia


