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Criteria under which property is nominated:

i, 1ii, iv, vi

Proposed Statement of Outstanding Universal Value.
a. Brief synthesis

Water has long been a catalyst for the development of significant cultural practices that
have generated both tangible and intangible cultural values. This includes the use of water
in spas. Natural mineral water (thermal and cold) has universal significance, from
the thermae of Ancient Rome to the onsen of Japan, but it is mainly in Europe that its
use has been medicalised. The result is a unique urban typology, the European spa, the only
example of urbanisation around a medical practice.

The Great Spas of Europe is a transnational serial property of eleven spa towns located in
seven countries: Baden bei Wien (Austria); Spa (Belgium); the ‘Bohemian Spa Triangle’
of Karlovy Vary, Frantiskovy Ldzné and Maridnské Lizné (Czech Republic); Vichy
(France); Bad Ems, Baden-Baden and Bad Kissingen (Germany); Montecatini Terme
(Italy); and City of Bath (United Kingdom).

The property provides exceptional testimony to the European spa phenomenon, a
complex urban, social and cultural phenomenon that has its roots in antiquity but gained its
highest expression from around 1700 to the 1930s. The Great Spas of Europe developed
around natural water sources, which were the catalyst for an innovative model of spatial
organisation dedicated to curative, therapeutic and social functions. These fashionable
resorts of health, leisure and sociability originated architectural prototypes and an urban
typology that has no earlier parallel. They were pioneers of nascent modern tourism, and
the only European settlement type to be in cultural competition with the great
metropolises.

Ensembles of spa buildings include baths, pump rooms, drinking halls, treatment facilities
and colonnades designed to harness the resource and to allow its practical use for bathing
and drinking. “Taking the cure’, externally and internally, was complemented by related
visitor facilities such as assembly rooms, casinos, theatres, hotels and villas, and
spa-specific support infrastructure. All are integrated into an overall urban context that
includes a carefully managed recreational and therapeutic environment in a picturesque
landscape.

The Great Spas of Europe mark the international developments in the traditional medical
uses of springs by Enlightenment physicians across Europe, including major contributions
to the evolution of diagnostic medicine. As elite places in terms of scientific, political,
social and cultural achievements, it contributed to the transformation of European society
through the reduction of the gap between the social elite and a growing middle class.
They hosted major political events and their special creative atmosphere inspired works
of high-art in music, literature and painting that are of outstanding universal significance.




Effective protection and management, together with economic and/or medical success,
succeeded in controlling growth and maintaining an original purpose and enduring
atmosphere. Their sustainable function as dependable curative venues for body, mind
and spirit ensures their continued contribution to European culture, behaviour and customs.

b. Justification for criteria

The Great Spas of Europe is testimony to the exchange of innovative ideas that influenced
the development of modern European towns from the eighteenth century to the early
twentieth century. This exchange included pioneering urban planning and architectural
prototypes, together with an intimately associated development of medicine, arts and
leisure activities. The ideas influenced the popularity and development of spa towns and
balneology in other parts of the world, and are characterised by an almost continuous
ease of flow across geographic boundaries, even in times of conflict.

The Great Spas of Europe became centres for experiment, contributing to the eighteenth
century Enlightenment and introducing radical change to the then prevailing attitude
towards science, medicine, nature and art. Developments within the nominated property
influenced the early development of sea-bathing, climatic and gaming resorts
throughout the world.

The Great Spas of Europe bears exceptional testimony to the conscious care for human
health that developed around natural mineral springs. This tradition was born of a
remarkable cultural and social phenomenon which flourished from the eighteenth century
to the early twentieth century; and which continues to thrive today.

'The nominated property embodies a ‘culture-creating’ tradition as places for the
origination, reception and transmission of transnational trends and new values of the
Enlightenment. This commanded a fresh conception of relations between European
citizens, between classes, and also between men and women. At the centre of spa culture
is a philosophy of diagnoses and prescription, healthy diets and physical exercise that,
together with exceptional hospitality, entertainment and leisure opportunities, combined
as a prototype of a nascent European tradition of mass tourism.

The Great Spas of Europe is an outstanding example of a specific settlement type, a new
urban typology centred on natural mineral springs and devoted to health and leisure
that flourished from around 1700 to the 1930s. This developed to include architectural
prototypes that are spatially arranged according to the distribution of springs and the
regime of ‘taking the cure’. Unlike any other type of settlement from the eighteenth
century, these towns combine architecture, innovative town planning and landscape
design into the built environment both functionally, visually and economically.

'The principal spa ensemble includes springs, pump rooms and drinking halls, bathing and
treatment facilities, ‘kurhaus’, colonnades and galleries, hospitals and sanatoria, assembly
rooms, casinos, theatre and concert houses, arcades of shops, hotels and villas, churches
of various denominations, and support infrastructure which are set within a green
environment of promenades, parks and gardens, pleasure grounds, rides and woodland
walks.

Criterion (ii)

Criterion (iii)

Criterion (iv)



The nominated property served as a model for similar spas, and spa architecture, in
Europe and elsewhere in the world.

The Great Spas of Europe comprised politically neutral nodes in an international network
of health and leisure. They became vectors of a transnational culture.

Elements of the nominated property are associated with, and directly linked to, social,
political and cultural ideas that helped to shape European democratic traditions
and ideals. As international meeting places the spas are distinguished as regular
hosts to prominent figures in the arts and humanities, and also to European rulers,
politicians and diplomats, national elites and international high society. The spas
reflected the climate of the Enlightenment where the former barriers between class and
gender were relaxed and religious freedom and equality prevailed. As preferred resorts of
composers and musicians, writers and poets, painters and sculptors, they were sources of
inspiration for artistic and literary works of universal significance. Here, many original
works were conceived, performed or exhibited for the first time.

c. Statement of Integrity

The eleven component parts that comprise Zhe Great Spas of Europe contain, as a whole,
all interrelated elements necessary to express proposed Outstanding Universal Value.
'The series broadly represents a group of the most exceptional examples of European spa
towns that is essential for the complete contribution of the range of attributes that fully
define the unique urban typology and distinctive characteristics of a “great” European
spa. All component parts share a set of determining characteristics formed during the
most significant “culture-creating” phase of their history and development, the heyday
period from around 1700 to the 1930s, and each continues to function in the purpose
tor which it was originally designed.

The series illustrates the continental spread of the European spa phenomenon through
time, and the entire development of its range of most significant tangible features and
processes, capturing the most significant, successful and fashionable ‘hotspots’ of a
living cultural tradition with long-standing and enduring origin. Each component
part makes a specific and essential contribution to overall compositional integrity
through variable and unique combinations of attributes. These encompass the diversity
of mineral springs and their water qualities (the raison détre of the spa, which
maintained a profound influence on development), corresponding spatial arrangements
of the spa town that functions around the spa quarter (designed to harness the
resource and to allow its practical use for bathing and drinking), characteristic facilities
complementary to ‘taking the cure’ and related visitor facilities (assembly rooms,
casinos, theatres, hotels and villas), and spa-specific support infrastructure (from water
piping systems and salts production to railways and funiculars); all integrated into an
overall urban context that includes a carefully managed recreational and therapeutic
environment in a picturesque landscape. The historical relationship between component
parts is akin to an international network of resort towns patronised by an international
clientele, often moving from one spa to another (from emperors and royalty, to
composers, artists and poets), with each spa town sharing functional linkages that range
from a dynamic interchange of ideas (for example architects and spa physicians moving
between the most innovative and successful spas) to special rail itineraries for spa
tourism.

Criterion (vi)




Boundaries are determined in a strategic manner: to be of adequate size to ensure the
complete representation of the features and processes which convey the significance of
the nominated property, whilst also recognising the strength and specific contribution
that each component part makes the compositional integrity of the series as a whole.
Buffer zones are drawn not only for the direct protection of the nominated property,
but also for the specific protection of spring catchments and of important setting.

All component parts and their constituent elements are generally in good condition.
Elements requiring conservation either have works already planned or are awaiting
alternative uses, with their current state of conservation maintained. None are
threatened, and all are adequately protected and managed; key considerations in
the selection of component parts during comparative analyses. There have been
continued additions to the historic environment in all component parts (as with any
living property), particularly in one where the contemporary function (sustainable,
and enduringly consistent with its origins) is subject to modern health and other
requirements and expectations.

d. Statement of authenticity

The Great Spas of Europe is a group of the most exceptional examples of a unique urban
typology based on natural mineral springs. Together, the eleven component parts,
in seven countries, contain the full range of attributes necessary to express proposed
Outstanding Universal Value.

Such attributes are manifest in a range of highly authentic elements that combine to
convey clarity of meaning and understanding: mineral springs, in great diversity, that
maintain their natural physical qualities including substance, location and setting;
the spa historic urban landscape with its distinctive designed form and highly legible
spatial layout, together with a well-maintained location and setting that combine
to retain an enduring spirit and feeling; spa architecture, in pioneering form and
design, original material and substance, that remains authentic even though some
buildings have experienced compatible change of use; the spa therapeutic landscape
that retains its form, design and function and continues to be used for the purpose for
which it was designed; spa infrastructure, much of which is either original or evolved on
original principles and remains in use; continuing spa function where original use and
function is sustained, and the consequent evolution of form, structures and technology
is evident in successive phases that continue to be complemented by new facilities that
not only meet today’s standards but enable a continued contribution to the tradition of
spa therapy and wellness and the many specific activities relating to the spa season.

'The nominated property - as a whole, and at the level of component parts and their
constituent elements - meets the condition of authenticity that is necessary to qualify
for inscription on the World Heritage List. The truthfulness and credible expression of
attributes embodied in structures that date from around 1700 to the 1930s, the principal
period of contribution to Outstanding Universal Value, is further evidenced during
substantial and sustained conservation works that are informed by expansive archival
collections of plans, documents, publications and photographs held at each component
part.




Requirements for protection and management

Responsibility for the protection and management of each of the eleven component parts
of the property rests with the national/regional government and local authorities of
that State Party. Each component part is protected through the law and spatial planning
regulations applicable in its State Party or individual province, as well as by a significant
degree of public/charitable ownership of key buildings and landscapes. Each part has a
nominated property manager or coordinator and has a local management plan in place
conforming to the overall Property Management Plan and Property Action Plan.
Responsibility for contact with the World Heritage Centre for each component remains
with its respective State Party. An overall management system for the whole property
has been established, with a Property Management Plan and Action Plan agreed by all
stakeholders. The Inter-Governmental Committee (IGC), made up of representatives from
each participating State Party, has an executive function including the representation
of the property to UNESCO and ICOMOS. It guides and advises the Grear Spas
Management Board (GSMB) on matters relating to the Property Management Plan.

'The Board is made up of the Mayors of the 11 components. The Board sets and manages
the budget for the overall management functions, monitors and reviews the Action
Plan, approves and publishes an Annual Report, employs the Secretariat, and directs
other activities for the property as a whole, such as the marketing and communications
strategy, and the risk register and risk mitigation.

The Site Managers Group includes site managers for each component, the Secretariat,
and any specialist advisors. The Size Managers Group is essentially an expert group for
debate and exchanges of experience and to advise the GSMB on relevant management
issues. The international structure is supported and serviced by a Secretariat jointly
funded by all the components.

The overall management system will develop over time; locally, nationally, and
internationally. An important concern will be to continue to develop cooperation and
cross-working between the individual components and to ensure that the property as a
whole is adequately resourced. Development pressures may be an issue since these are
living cities which will need to continue to adapt and change to maintain their role as
spas. Managing tourism so that it is truly sustainable may also become a challenge. The
potential impact of climate change and natural disasters such as wildfires on a property
with such a significant landscape aspect will also require careful management.




Name and contact information of official local
institution/agencies

Stadtgemeinde Baden bei Wien
Rathaus, Hauptplatz 1

A-2500 Baden

Austria

Tel: +43 (0) 2252 868000

E-mail: buergermeister@baden.gv.at

Service public de Wallonie

Direction générale opérationnelle de '’Aménagement

du Territoire, du Logement, du Patrimoine et de I'Energie
Agence wallonne du Patrimoine

Rue des Brigades d’Irlande, 1

B-5100 Jambes

Belgique

Tel: +32 (0)81 33 21 64

E-mail: gislaine.devillers@awap.be

Ministerstvo kultury Ceské republiky
(Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic)
Maltézské ndmésti 1

CZ-118 01 Praha 1 — Mal4 Strana

Czech Republic

Tel: +420 257 085 111

E-mail: epodatelna@mbker.cz

Ministére de la Culture

Direction Générale des Patrimoines

Département des affaires européennes et internationales
6 rue des Pyramides

75041, Paris cedex 01

France

Tel: +33 (0)1 40 15 80 00

E-mail: communication.dgpat@culture.gouv.fr

Bad Ems

Highest monument protection authority

Ministerium fiir Wissenschaft, Weiterbildung und Kultur
(Ministry of Science, Further Education and Culture
Rhineland Palatinate)

Mittlere Bleiche 61

55116 Mainz

Germany

Tel: + 49 (0) 6131 16-0

AUSTRIA

BELGIUM

CZECH
REPUBLIC

FRANCE

GERMANY



Specialist monument protection authority
Generaldirektion Kulturelles Erbe
(Directorate-General of the Cultural Heritage
of Rhineland Palatinate)

Direktion Landesdenkmalpflege
Schillerstrafie 44, Erthaler Hof

55116 Mainz

Germany

Tel: + 49 (0) 6131 2016-111 or 222

Stadt Bad Ems
Bleichstrafle 1

56130 Bad Ems

Germany

Tel: +49 (0) 2603 7930
E-mail: stadt@bad-ems.de

Baden-Baden

Supreme monument protection authority
Ministerium fiir Wirtschaft, Arbeit und Wohnungsbau
Baden-Wiirttemberg

(Ministry of Economic Affairs, Labour and Housing
Baden-Wiirttemberg)

Schlossplatz 4, Neues Schloss

70173 Stuttgart

Germany

Tel: +49 (0) 711/123-0

E-mail: poststelle@wm.bwl.de

Competent expert authority responsible

for monument protection

Landesamt fir Denkmalpflege im Regierungsprisidium Stuttgart
(State Office for Cultural Heritage Baden-Wiirttemberg)
Berliner Strafle 12, 73728 Esslingen am Neckar

Germany

Tel: +49 (0) 711/ 9 04 45-109

E-mail: abteilung8@rps.bwl.de

Senior monument protection authority
Regierungsprisidium Karlsruhe

Referat 21: Raumordnung, Baurecht, Denkmalschutz
76247 Karlsruhe

Germany

Tel: +49 (0) 721 926-7499

E-mail: poststelle@rpk.bwl.de




Stabstelle Welterbebewerbung und Stadtgestaltung /
(Department for World Heritage Nomination and Urban Design)
Stadt Baden-Baden

Marktplatz 2, 76530 Baden-Baden

Germany

Tel: +49 (0) 7221 93-25 01

E-mail: bb@baden-baden.de

Bad Kissingen

Supreme monument protection authority
Bayerisches Staatsministerium fiir Wissenschaft und Kunst
(Bavarian State Ministry of Science and the Arts)
Salvatorstrafle 2

80333 Miinchen

Germany

Tel: +49 (0) 89/2186-0

E-mail: poststelle@stmbw.bayern.de

Competent expert authority responsible for
monument protection

Bayerisches Landesamt fiir Denkmalpflege
(Bavarian State Conservation Office)

Hofgraben 4

80539 Miinchen

Germany

Tel: +49 (0) 89/2114-0

E-mail: poststelle@blfd.bayern.de

City of Bad Kissingen
Rathausplatz 1

97688 Bad Kissingen

Tel: +49 (0) 971 807-0

E-mail: info@stadt.badkissingen.de

World Heritage Coordination and

Site Management

Welterbekoordination und Site Management
Referat Archiv, Kultur und Bildung
Promenadestrafle 6

97688 Bad Kissingen

Germany

Tel: +49 (0) 971 807-1201
E-mail: welterbekoordination@stadt.badkissingen.de

ﬂ



Ministero per i Beni e le Attivita Culturali
Segretariato Generale — Servizio I Coordinamento —
Ufhcio UNESCO

(Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities

General Secretariat — Coordination — UNESCO Office)

Via del Collegio Romano 27

00186 Roma

Italy

Tel: +39 06 67232130 2546

E-mail: sg.serviziol@beniculturali.it

Giles Smith

Head of Tourism, Heritage and Cultural Diplomacy
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport

100 Parliament Street

London

SW1A 2BQ_

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7211 6000

E-mail: enquiries@culture.gov.uk

Henry Owen John Head of International Advice

Historic England

4th Floor Cannon Bridge House
25 Dowgate Bridge House
London

EC4R 2YA

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7973 3001

Tony Crouch

World Heritage Manager

Bath and North East Somerset Council
Pump Room

Stall Street

Bath

BA11LZ

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0) 1225 477584

E-mail: world_heritage@bathnes.gov.uk

ITALY

UNITED
KINGDOM




